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Young people built the Westbank Community Hall by Gordon H. Ficke

Judy Ingram answers the phone at the Westbank Lions Community Centre whenever anyone

calls there intending to book the hall for his or her special event, such as a wedding reception,
an anniversary celebration, a public meeting or a dance. However, due to unforeseen circum- |
stances, the phone isn’t ringing very much these days. The phone calls Judy makes these days |
from her large empty rented office area, just around the corner from the Westbank Lions Com- |
munity Centre, is to cancel hall bookings that were reserved for dates in 2014.

Early Sunday morning of September 1st, 2013, during the Labour Day Weekend, an arsonist
started a fire in front of the double doors leading into the hall. The flames quickly raced along
the top of the front wall of this vintage structure. Thankfully, firefighters arrived in time to halt
any further damage to the rest of the structure. Local pio-
neers and newcomers alike were saddened when they

—========1  heard of this tragedy. An air of uncertainty prevailed, as
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S there was no news as to whether the Westbank icon could |
THE WESTBANK COMMUNITY HALL be saved, or if it would be torn down. “Our community was |
DANCE AND CARNIVAL devastated,” Judy sadly related. “The events that took
 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3mh, 1930 || place within those walls spawned a lot of wonderful memo-
gy | ries for a number of generations.” Her father, Arthur John-
B - A - S . son, only in his early twenties, was one of about seven to
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ten young people, who volunteered to help build the West- |}
bank Community Hall. Continued on the 2nd page.




From the Kitchen Nook: Harvest Pasta Bake by Rita Pedersen

Ingredients: 1 butternut squash (2 Ib.), peeled, cut into 1-inch cubes; 1 red onion, cut into 1-inch pieces; 1/4 tsp. crushed red
‘ pepper; 2 tbsp. olive oil; 4 cups rigatoni pasta, uncooked; 2 cups heavy cream, 2 cups shredded cheese, divided. HEAT oven —
) to 400°F. COMBINE first 4 ingredients in 13 x 9-inch baking dish sprayed with cooking spray or oiled. BAKE 30 to 40 minutes
or until squash is tender. Meanwhile, cook pasta as directed on package, omitting salt. DRAIN pasta, reserving 1/3 cup cook-
ing water. Add to squash mixture cream, reserved water and 1 cup shredded cheese; mix lightly. Top with remaining shredded
cheese. BAKE 20 min. or until heated through. Special extra garnish with 1 tbsp. chopped fresh basil just before serving.
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Young people built the Westbank Community Hall continued from st page.

He kept a journal and for Tuesday, December 17th, 1929, he wrote, “Lumber for the hall has arrived.” For December 18th he recorded.
“Worked for six hours hauling lumber to the hall site. There are two trucks on the job, with two railway car loads of lumber to bring up.” On
December 18th Johnson reported, “On December 19th | worked for six hours, hauling the rest of the lumber. It is good lumber that came
from Vancouver.” Judy commented, “The actual construction of the hall didn’t commence until after Christmas.” That is confirmed by Arthur’s
comments for December 26th, “| worked on the hall today. There are about six people working at getting the floor joists in today. We expect
to lay the first floor tomorrow.” On December 28th he worked all day in warm dry weather.

The primary purpose for building the Westbank Community Hall was to provide a venue for the youth to play badminton and basketball. The
idea originated with the youth, and this tight-knit group of volunteers, who were mostly in their early twenties, accomplished their task. Mr.
Max de Fyffer, who was the manager of one of the local packinghouses, made the arrangements to purchase the materials that were used in
the construction of the hall. The money to build the Westbank Community Hall was raised through ticket sales for raffles; bake sales and a
major raffle for a 1930 Chevrolet. The accounting balance sheet recorded for the hall, stated that they made $1331.00. Max wrote the follow-
Ing comment beside that figure, "Far more than we ever dared hope for! We will certainly have a fine hall now. Everybody is happy!” Those
volunteers worked whenever they had spare time to construct the Westbank Community Hall, and had it completed within four months.
There was even a hitching rail out front for the horses. Only outdoor biffys were available for a few years until money was raised to install
proper toilet-equipped washrooms. On Wednesday, April 30th, 1930, the community of Westbank celebrated the grand opening of their new
hall with a "Dance and Carnival.” The festivities began at 9:00 p.m. with music provided by the Syncopators Orchestra. A supper was in-
cluded for the $1.00 admission charge. The Recreation Association was responsible for the Westbank Community Hall and looked after the
booking of mostly badminton and basketball activities and special events, as well as the maintenance of the building.

The community hall served Westbank well for many years, but by 1976 the building was in disrepair. The roof leaked, there were broken
windows, the doors were sagging, and the building needed a paint job and the plumbing and heating system needed to be replaced. The
Recreation Association were in a tight financial situation and did not have the required funds to bring the aging community hall back up to
current standards. The Westbank Lions Club saw the need to either replace the current community hall or repair it. They approached the
Recreation Association with the proposal that the Westbank Lions Club would undertake the task, as they saw fit. The Recreation Associa-
tion accepted their proposal. Work did not commence right away because the Westbank Lions Club did not have the funds. Over the next
two years the club held many bingos, beef dinners, flea markets, farmers’ markets, fire wood sales, raffles, auctions and dances to raise the
funds necessary to begin the project. Other community organizations, such as the Rotary Club, Jaycees and Volunteer Fire Department also
donated funds to the project. While the Westbank Lions were busy with the “Hall Project,” within the Lions Club another organization was
formed, known as the Westbank Lions Community Development Society. This organization had its own president, secretary, treasurer and

directors. This society enabled the club’s regular executive to work on the usual club projects, while all members were automatically mem-
bers of the Development Society.

The official sod-turning ceremony took place in May of 1980. That initiated the start of the renovations and additions that laid the foundation
for the hall that was set well back from Main Street. The community hall was moved back on to this foundation and then the necessary re-
pairs were made to the existing building. The trusses were repaired, the entire building was gypsum boarded, suspended ceilings were in-
stalled, as well as new lighting, plumbing and a new kitchen. The library became a tenant on a portion of the downstairs and in 1981 a Day-
care Centre operated in the remaining part of the basement. It was a struggle to complete the hall and it became necessary for the Westbank
Lions Club to borrow $152,000, which was partly repaid by a $60,000 government grant. The Regional District also donated additional park-
ing space. A further $75,000 was available to complete the parking area, landscaping and exterior painting of the building. Despite these
successes, there still was a shortfall of $115,000, for which the Lions could only pay the interest on.

On a long shot, it was suggested at one of the Lions meetings that a house raffle be held to raise funds to pay off the debt. A raffle of this
magnitude had never been held in the Okanagan before. The raffle began in June 1982 and through their member’s diligent and earnest
efforts, by the end of August (which is normally a quiet time for fundraising), the club had sold 2000 tickets at $100 each! A commitment was
made to increase advertising through television and newspaper ads in an effort to sell the remaining tickets. It worked. All but 16 tickets were

sold! The proceeds helped to pay off $90,000 of the loan. The Westbank Lions Community Centre stands as a testament of the countless
hours of the Westbank Lions Club’s concerted endeavours and donated materials that have gone into this venture. They can stand proud.

Will the Westbank Lions Community Centre be rebuilt? As of today, October 31st, the renovation plans are in the hands of the architect. The
exterior of the building will be wrapped to prevent water and snow from coming into the building, while construction will continue inside. Muc
will have to be done to repair, replace and bring the building up to the current building code. It will be a better building, while retaining its heri—
tage value. May the Westbank Lions Community Centre continue to serve our community for decades to come!
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WESTBANK

The Westbank Country Opry
Christmas Show - Sunday, Dec. 8th

The Westbank Country Opry's new location at the

nanuel Assembly Church(next to the Holiday Inn),
«wJ0 Hebert Rd. will open their doors @ 1:30 pm on
Sunday, Dec. 8th for their annual Christmas show.
$8.00/person or $15.00/couple. Show starts @ 3:00
pm. Intermission: refreshments and snacks available
for sale from the Emmanuel Church Youth Group.

Christmas Extravaganza and

Luncheon - Sat., Nov. 2nd 10 am - 2 pm

Knitting, candy, jewelry, jams and jellies, baking, silent
auction, Christmas novelties and a men's table. Enjoy
a delicious luncheon for only $5.00. Everyone
welcome! Westbank United Church, 3672 Brown Rd.

Okanagan Regional Library

Westbank Branch

Local Artists’ work on display.

Jean Monteith, Karen M. Andrews, Ralph Carlson
Jenny Mohr, Jo-Anne Legree, Christine Millar, Marina
Leisen, Crystal Yutzy.

Friends of the Library Wednesday
Evening Speaker Series

Nov. 20th - 7:00 pm Speaker Gordon Ficke presents
the “History of Westbank - 110 years.” Library located
at #31 - 2484 Main St. Phone. 250-768-4369.

Westbank Legion - RCL Branch
8, 2525 Dobbin Road

Nov. 3rd - Ladies Aux. Pancake Breakfast 9-11

wesibankexpress@amail.con

Jewelry, wine soap, pottery, baking, preserves, fabrics,

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Nov. 11th - Remembrance Day Service, Royal Lepage
Place, 11:00 am. Please be seated by 10:30 am.

Nov. 24th - Grey Cup Party

Dec. 1st - Ladies Aux. Pancake Breakfast 9-11

Dec. 8th - In-House Crib Playdowns for Zone entry
Dec. 15th - In-House Dart Playdowns for Zone entry
Tuesdays - Dart Pub League, 7:30 pm.

Wednesdays and Saturdays - Meat Draws: 3-5 pm
Thursdays - Euchre(the card game) at 1:00 pm. In-
house Dart League at 7:30 pm.

Sunday Jam Sessions - 2:00 - 4:00 pm every Sunday
in November and December 1st & 22nd.

Westside Seniors Activity Centre,
3661 Old Okanagan Highway

For further information contact Valerie at 250-707-3494
or email vlsolomon@shaw.ca. New members

welcome! Membership fees $20.00 per year(May 1 -
Apr. 30), must be 50 years of age.

Orion’s Fish Bus - by the Cherry Pit

November 9th & 10th and December 7th & 8th

Mix ‘'n Match Deal: Shrimp, Sockeye, Fillets, Cod
Fillets, Panko Shrimp, Coconut Shrimp, Battered Cod.
$20.00 each. Any 2 for $35.00. Any 3 for $50.00. Stop
by the Fish Truck and join the email list to get tasty
seafood recipes and a free bonus every $100.00. 2565
Main St. by the Cherry Pit. For more information go to

lritonsage@yahoo.com.
Christmas Market @ Dogwood
Nursery - Dec. 7th & 8th 10 am - 3 pm

Local vendors displaying and selling their wares.
Christmas gifts, baked goods and preserves and
Christmas trees. 3417 Paynter Road.

Pine Acres Home Christmas Craft
and Bake Sale - sat. Nov. 16, 9 am-1 pm

Visit the Seniors of Westbank and join in on this fun
community event. 1902 Pheasant Lane. For further
information, please call 250-768-7676.

Elvis Gospel & Dessert Night -
Friday, Nov. 15th at 7:00 pm

Enjoy a Gospel evening as part of the Emmanuel
Church  Fundraiser. Tickets $20.00 per person.
Available at the Church. 2600 Hebert Rd. (next to the
Holiday Inn). For more info. call 250-768-7638.

Westbank United Church 75th

Anniversary. November 10th 10:00 am
Church Service with luncheon to follow.
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PEACHLAND

Annual Christmas Craft Fair
Saturday, Nov. 30th 9:00 am - 3:00 pm.

Local vendors sell their crafts and wares including
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knitting, woodwork, Christmas ornaments, bath
products, children’s clothing, honey, native art, dried
foods, cards & papercrafts, bead work, perogies, and
apple pies. Concession. Admission $1.00. Peachland
Community Centre. 4450 6th St. Call 250-767-2133.

SUMMERLAND

26th Annual Festival of Lights
Friday, Nov. 29th 5:00 - 10:00 pm

Live music at the Main Stage. Known for its great food,
the Festival will again host numerous food vendors
serving traditional stolen, mini donuts and savoury
dishes. Childrens’ activities include Santa's workshop,
pony rides, face painting, bouncy castles and kids
crafts. Unique holiday gifts at the Summerland Art
Gallery. Fireworks at 8:30 pm.

Kettle Valley Steam Railway

Dec. 14, 15, 20, 21 and 22, 2013

Brave the cooler temperatures on the Christmas
Express Train. For tickets call 1-877-494-8424.

PENTICTON

The Dream Cafe presents Offramp -
Saturday, December 7th

Show-time 8:00 pm. Tables are yours from 6:00 pm.
The Offramp Jazz Sextet, a group of local musicians
from Penticton and Summerland will gather at the
Dream Cafe to perform everything from the great
swing standards of Duke Ellington and Count Basie,
Latin grooves and a bit of boogie to a beautiful ballad.
Tickets $22.00. Reservations and ticket sales 250-490
-9012. 67 Colourful Front Street.
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Festival of Trees at Nk’Mip Resort

November 23, 2013 - January 6, 2014

Weekdays 9:00 am - 6:00 pm and weekends 9:00 am -
7:00 pm. Beautifully decorated trees on display in the
Spirit Lodge & Nk'Mip Cellars buildings with more than
30 trees decorated in support of BC Childrens Hospital
Foundation. Vote for your favourite tree with a $2.00
donation. Guess how many lights are on the spec-
tacular Tree of Hope. Silent auction. Also visit the
Conference Centre morphed into a holiday season
shopping market place with numerous artisan vendors
and booths November 23rd from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
and November 24th from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. 1200
Rancher Creek Rd.

OLIVER

Arts & Craft Fair - Nov. 16 (10-7) and
Nov. 17(10-4). Oliver Community Centre

Quality gift items including jewelry, clothing, woolens,
quilts, toys, soaps and scents, preserves, crafts and
more. Lunches and beverages available. Free admis-
sion. 6385 Park Drive.
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* Lessons » Rentals » Recordings

: ReEairs * Instruments * Dance Music

#3 - 3393 Webber Rd. i
Westbank, BC V4T 1G8 250.762?‘:?913

panichmusic@shaw.ca Lavern Panich

Kick Start i
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COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND DESIGN

www . Kickstartprinting.com

BIG ) TIRES

Fishingﬂ Stop! WESTBANK 250.769.5909
Fishing Licenses, Gear & Tackle
Hunting Licenses & Ammunition

G 8. ®ice ¢ Pop # Live Bait # Lotto
PRS- Largest Selection of Newspapers &
e Magazines on the Westside!

768-3094
3676 Old Okanagan Hwy. — Westbank

250.769.5909
250.769.5990

2110- 1920 Old Okanagan HWY
Coin Bays & Touchless Automatic Westbank, BC, V4T 178

Tel: (250) 768-6669 + Fax: (250) 768-6709 Rhe it
1 - 2460 Dobbin Road ¢ Westbank, BC V4T 1KS ™ wex

“THE WESTSIDE'S ONE STOP SHOP”

WOOBEN ARMS

ustnm uriture & éfhiféural woodwork
estbank, B.C. Handcrafted Alfred & Judy
—— Leather Articles Collison »24-2475 Dobbin Road
abinet Maker Wesl'ba.nh, BC
3596 Brown Road ﬂ 768 2338 V4T 2Fo

250.718.2891 Westbank, B.C.
oodenarmsworkshop@gmail.com VAT 1P5 ajspiker@teius.net

ww.facebook.com/woodenarmsworkshop

JRADIAN w gy
Pz FOR1 7 ' 1 : e
- £ £, | TR ¢ Tel: 250.767.2454

- Indiaw Cuisine FAESNgE \ Fax: 250.767.2854

492-8380 766-5004 769-0444 e e
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Martin Street Plaza Winfield Shopping Ctr #5-1T19 Ross Roa it TR ISR e T L R W, svn 58668 Beach Ave

#111-437 Martin Street #18-1005! Highway 97 (Beside Riley's Pub) - 117-3640 Gosset Road, Westbank, BC V4T 2N4
PENTICTON, BC WINFIELD, BC WESTBANK, BC  g-mail : krasnaindian@gmail.com wabsite : www.krasnaindian.com Licensed Premises Peachland, BC VOH 1X7

KEKULI ABORIGINAL FOODS inc JENSEN'S AUTOMOTIVE

CAFE, CALEEIIF'I.‘: “For all of your automotive needs.”

R 3245 Elliott Road, WESTBANK, BC
oN’'T Panic... T

We Have Bannock!” : AT1E

250-768-3555 %h:r'l:gg Egﬂd

505-3041 Louie Dr. (Governor’s Landing) kekulicafe@teius,gegt Phone: 250-768-2733
Westbank, BC V4T 3E2 www.kekulicafe.com

__rnrhairco.com _

VALLEY WESTBANK LTD.

GOLDEN
CHOPSTICKS S‘mys
RESTAURANT Swap & Shop

Dine in and Take-Out

My

R

Gordon Schimpf | phe > m |
Chinese and Japanese Cuisine N
2562A Main St. Tel: (250) 768-7266 AT DA MRSk .gg.*h.__ -
Westbank, BC Fax: (250) 768-2460 . #103 - 2459 Main Stres —y
V4T 2N5 Res: (250) 768-5538 Ph: (778) 754.5535  Westbank BC V4T 1K5 2476 MAIN STREET  WESTBANK, BC  778.755-5983
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